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NEWS RELEASE

Kintra Brought the Áras Down! 
Or

Kintra Receive Standing Ovation at Áras an Uachtaráin

Kintra, the new stage-show from the Northwest, performed for President McAleese & Dr.McAleese at Áras an Uachtaráin for the President’s annual 12th of July Celebrations. The 12 piece group from Donegal, Tyrone and Derry received a standing ovation from the 400 members of the audience for their 15 minute performance fusing Irish and Scottish music, song and dance together in a dazzling display that focuses on the similarities of the two cultures. 
Kintra appeared alongside the Band of An Garda Síochána and the Pipes and Drums of the PSNI and performed in front of dignitaries such as Sir Hugh Orde, chief constable of the PSNI, Fachtna Murphy Commissioner of An Garda Síochána and Chief of Staff of the Irish Defence Forces Lt General Dermot Earley. Master of Ceremonies for the evening was Bryan Dobson from RTE News.
“It was an immense honour to perform for President McAleese, but it was made more special for Kintra to be recognised for our work at such an event,” said Matt McGranaghan the musical director of Kintra. 
The group was formed by good friends from both communities in 2008 who wanted to create a musical experience that would highlight the shared elements of their respective cultures rather than seek out the differences. 

In March of this year, they headlined the annual St.Patrick’s Day Celebrations in the Great Hall at Stormont hosted by the Speaker of the Northern Ireland Assembly, Willie Hay. Also present at Stormont were the Speakers of the Scottish and Welsh Parliaments as well as Representatives and Senators from the Canadian government. 

Quite an achievement for a group who are only 18 months old! With possible European and American trips on the horizon, it appears that Kintra will be going from strength to strength.
Kintra have just announced dates for upcoming performances in Derry, Letterkenny and Omagh for their Autumn schedule in October and November and more details can be found on their website at www.kintramusic.com.
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